Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of the claims in the 
above-captioned patent application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended): A method of prompt i ng improving hand hygiene 
compliance, comprising the steps of: 

(a) maintaining a computer database; 

(b) determining s e ns i ng a whether any person [[in]] entered a first area 
independent of whether the any person includes a sensor : 

(c) determining whether the any person has c le ans e d the i r hands 
b e for e le av i ng th o ar o a left the first area and entered a second area 

(d) determining whether the any person washed their hands before 
leaving the first area : 

[[(d)]] (e) if it is determined that the any person has cloans o d washed 
their hands before leaving the first area , sending this information to the computer 
database; 

(e) if it is determined that the any person has not c le ans e d did not 
wash their hands before leaving the first area, determining whether the any person 
[[has]] washed their hands in the e ntorod a second area; 

(f) i f i t is d e t e rm i n e d that tho p e rson has o nt e r o d th e second area, 

d e t e rm i ning wh o th o r th e person has cl e ans e d tho i r hands; 
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{§) i f i t i s d e t e rm i n e d that th e p e rson has not e nt e r e d th e s e cond ar e a, 

determin i ng wheth e r th e p e rson has c le ans e d th ei r hands i n a th i rd area aft o r le av i ng 
th e first ar e a ; 

[[(h)]] if) if it is determined that the any person has cl e ansed washed 
their hands aft e r e nt e r i ng in the second or th i rd area, sending the information to the 
computer database; 

[[(')]] lal if it is determined that the any person has not c le ansed did 
not wash their hands aft e r ontoring in the second area or the third aroa , generating at 
least one of a warning and a reminder : and 

[[(j)]] (h) if it is determined that the any person has not cl e ansed did 
not wash their hands after the at least one of the warning and the reminder is 
generated, sending the information to the computer database. 

2. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1 X furth e r compr i sing tho stop of: 

(k) i f it is determin e d that th e r e i s no nood for th e person to o l oanoo 

th e ir hands, no warn i ng is g e norat o d and s e nd i ng th i s information to tho database 
wherein the step of generating at least one of the warning and the reminder comprises 
the step of generating at least one of the warning and the reminder when after the any 
person enters the second area without washing their hands in the first area, a 
predetermined amount of time expires without the any person washing their hands in 
the second area . 
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3. (Currently Amended): The method of claim *\ x wherein the st e p of generat i ng 
g e nerat e s tho at least one of the warning signal and the reminder [[as]] comprises at 
least one of an audio signal [[or]] and a visual signal. 

4. (Currently Amended): A method of handwash i ng improving hand hygiene 
compliance, comprising the steps of: 

d e t e ct i ng a person in a restroom; 

monitor i ng determining whether any person flush e s flushed at least one of 
a restroom toilet and a soil room waste dispenser : 

i f i t is dotorm i n o d that th o any person has not flushed th e to il et, s e nd i ng 
th e i nformation to a c e ntra l databas e ; 

if the any person flushed flush e s the at least one of the restroom toilet, 
and the soil room waste dispenser, determining whether the any person cl e ans e s 
washed their hands within a predetermined amount of time after flushing the at least 
one of the restroom toilet and the soil room dispenser w i th i n a predot o rm i n o d p e r i od of 
timo befor e leav i ng the restroom and s e nd i ng th i s i nformation to the c e ntral databas e; 

if it is determined that the any person has not c le ansed did not wash their 
hands within the predetermined amount of time after flushing the at least one of the 
restroom toilet and the soil room dispenser w i th i n th o pr e d e t e rm i n e d per i od of tim o, 
generating at least one of a warning signal and a reminder and sending this information 
to the central database; and 
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if it is determined that the any person [[has]] did not cl e ansed wash their 
hands after the at least one of the warning signal and the reminder was generated, 
sending this information to the central database. 

5. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 4 A wherein the st e p of gen e rat i ng 
g e n e rat e s the at least one of the warning signal and the reminder [[as]] comprises at 
least one of an audio signal [[or]] and a visual signal. 

6-8 (Canceled). 

9. (Currently Amended): An apparatus for improving hand hygiene compliance, 
i ncr e as i ng th e fr e qu e ncy of handwash i ng comprising: 
a centra l proc e ssor; 
a r e c ei v e r; 

a communication li nk connoct i ng th e centra l proc e ssor and th e rec o iv o r; 

a f i rst s e nsor locat e d near th e opening of a f i rst ar e a for d e t e rmin i ng 
motion through th e op e ning means for detecting, wherein the means for detecting is 
configured to detect each of: 

whether any person entered a first area independent of whether the 
any person includes means for communicating with the means for detecting: and 



TECH/256638. 1 



- 6 - Application No. 10/052,354 

Attorney Docket No. 020001-00004 



whether the any person left the first area and entered a second 
area independent of whether the any person includes means for communicating with 
the means for detecting ; 

a s e cond sonsor locatod i ns i d e the f i rst ar e a for dot o rmin i ng movemont 
w i th i n th e first ar e a ; 

a modu lo l ocat o d i nsid o th o first ar o a for e mitt i ng aud i o and v i sua l signa l s; 

a third s o nsor l ocat e d at an opening of a second ar e a locat e d adjac e nt to 
the f i rst ar e a for dot o rm i ning ontry and e xit from tho s e cond ar o a ; 

a fourth sonsor locat o d i nside th o s e cond area for det e rm i ning toi l et 

usag e; 

a f i fth s e nsor l ocat e d i ns i d e th e s e cond ar e a for d e t e rm i n i ng sink usag e ; 

a s i xth s o nsor l ocat e d near th e open i ng of tho first ar e a for d o t o rm i n i ng 
cl e ans e r dispons o r usage; and 

wh e r ei n th e s e nsors communicat e with th e r e c ei v e r v i a rad i o wav e s or 
hard wires and tho modu l e commun i cates with th o c o ntrol proc e ssor via AC or rad i o 
wav e s 

means for determining whether the any person washed their hands before 
leaving the first area; 

means for determining whether the any person washed their hands in the 
second area after leaving the first area; and 
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means for generating at least one of a warning and a reminder when the 
any person does not wash their hands in the second area after leaving the first area 
without washing their hands in the first area . 

10. (Currently Amended): The apparatus of claim 9 ± wherein the f i rst s e nsor i s 
means for detecting comprises an IR beam breaker switch. 

11. (Canceled). 

12. (Currently Amended): The apparatus of claim 9 A wherein the at least one of 
the warning and the reminder comprises at least one of an audio signal and a visual 
signal the aud i o s i gna l is g e nerat e d by a sp o akor . 

13-21 (Canceled). 

22. (Currently Amended): A system for i ncr e as i ng handwashing improving hand 
hygiene compliance, comprising: 

a dot o ct i ng un i t for d o toot i ng a person ont o r i ng a; 

a mon i tor i ng un i t for mon i tor i ng means for determining whether any 
person f l ush e s flushed at least one of a restroom toilet and a soil room waste dispenser : 

a det e rmining unit for d e t e rm i n i ng wh o thor means for determining whether 
the any person f l ush e s the toi l ot and cl o ans o s washed their hands with i n a 
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pr e detorm i n e d per i od of t i m e within a predetermined amount of time after flushing the at 
least one of the restroom toilet and the soil room waste dispenser ; 

a g e nerat i ng unit means for generating at least one of a warning signal 
and a reminder when the any person flushes the toilet and does not wash their hands 
within the predetermined amount of time after flushing the at least one of the restroom 
toilet and the soil room waste dispenser aft e r th o pr e d e t e rmined p e r i od of time has 
e xpired i f the p e rson has not c l eansed th ei r hands ; and 

a transmitt i ng un i t means for transmitting to a central database information 
associated with whether or not the any person washed their hands after flushing the at 
least one of the restroom toilet and the soil room waste dispenser has cl e ans e d th ei r 
hands w i th i n th o pr e d e termin e d p e r i od of tim e. 

23. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 22 , wherein the at least one of 
the warning signal and the reminder comprises at least one of an audio signal fand a 
visual signal th e g e n e rat i ng unit generat e s th e warn i ng signa l as at le ast on e of an 
audio signal or a v i sua l s i gna l. 

24-39. (Canceled). 

40. (New): A method of improving hand hygiene compliance, comprising the 
steps of: 
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determining whether any person closed a door independent of whether the 
person includes a sensor, wherein the door divides a first area from a second area, the 
second area has at least one of a toilet and a waste dispenser located therein, and the 
any person closed the door after entering the second area from the first area; 

determining whether the any person flushed the at least one of the toilet 
and the waste dispenser; 

if the any person flushed the at least one of the toilet and the waste 
dispenser, determining whether the any person washed their hands before opening the 
door to leave the second area; 

if it is determined that the any person did not wash their hands before 
opening the door to leave the second area, generating at least one of a warning signal 
and a reminder and sending this information to the central database; and 

if it is determined that the any person did not wash their hands after the at 
least one of the warning signal and the reminder was generated, sending this 
information to the central database. 

41. (New): A system for improving hand hygiene compliance, comprising: 

means for determining whether any person closed a door independent of 
whether the any person includes means for communicating with the means for 
determining whether the any person closed the door, wherein the door divides a first 
area from a second area, the second area has at least one of a toilet and a waste 
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dispenser located therein, and the any person closed the door after entering the second 
area from the first area; 

means for determining whether the any person flushed the at least one of 
the toilet and the waste dispenser; 

means for determining whether the any person washed their hands before 
opening the door to leave the second area; 

means for generating at least one of a warning signal and a reminder 
when the any person flushes the at least one of the toilet and the waste dispenser and 
does not wash their hands before opening the door to leave the second area; and 

means for transmitting to a central database information associated with 
whether or not the any person washed their hands before opening the door to leave the 
second area. 
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